THE  WORLD   SOUL
In my Life of Jesus to come I can explain this, but not here. I must adhere to simple facts which are essential.
Now to be able to correctly discriminate fact from imaginative expression ; truth from the vehicle in which it is preserved, it is necessary to carefully consider the accounts of the life of Jesus which have come to us. For only by estimating them truly can you see what is within.
There are two accounts, very different in form and view, and two only. One is contained in the synoptical Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and one in the fourth Gospel, which has been called that of John.
The first three are essentially one, though by different writers. They are compilations of the traditions of Jesus current in the circle that surrounded Simon Peter and his fellow-disciples, made up probably forty years after the death of Jesus. The events narrated differ slightly, but the way these events are regarded, the medium through which they are seen, is essentially the same.
The mental attitude of the narrators and of those from whom they got their substance is one that every one who has been a judge in Eastern countries and has studied the mental attitude of the people amongst whom he lived is familiar with. Indeed, it is a mental attitude not peculiar to the East, but common
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